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An arrangement including a controller arranged to 
control the delivery of a bonus prize to a player of one 
of a plurality ofjr ideo gainin g machines linked to the ; ^ 
controller to which each of the machines is connected/ 
each machine passing information to the controller^; y : r 
relating to a percentage jc>f payments into the machine or 
of games played on /the machine, .^.the controller including a 
microprocessor controlled by a^pro^amme arranged so that 
when a predetermined sum has been accumulated for payment 
as a bonus prize or a predetermined number of games have 
been played the controller is caused to provide a visible 
and/or audible indication to each player and , ^ v 
simultaneously act to suspend any gaiM being played on " any 
of the machines and to impose a new ' game common to all 
machines and to award a bonus prize to the player of any 
machine first to achieve a predetermined objective, the 
controller, on payment of the bonus prize providing an 
indication of this to all machines and causing all 
machines to revert to independent games. 
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The following statement is a full description of this invention including the 
best method of performing it known to us> 
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-arrarigem^ which a plurality p£^jBtuch :yid^^^chines 

~ - ^SS^ means of ■ ■;, 

j ^ 1 ' aw^d€id l to lT tKe"playef of oiie^df^lto 

" It is well known to provide a lar ere bonus prize or 
jaclqpot^ffbm a group -of ^linked poker - r or v video machin es in 
which : a small percentage of each player • s -coin contributes 
to a pooled prize. The present invention 'provides a means 
of ^providing a bonus r prize that -is ^different from and has 
advantages over ' ; Jchown/methods7''^ : '-^^ *~ -s^r-. , r}- 

V "I - c \ The present L invent ion consists in an arrangement 
including a controller arranged -to control the delivery of 
1|5 : a bbnus prize to a - player of one 'of a plurality of video r 
gaming machines linked to the controller the controller 
having means for connection thereto-of each of said video 
gaming- machines f of ~ the 'transmission of electrical signals 
' between f the controller and the "machineis and vice versa 
20 'each machine being 7 arranged to~serid r to r the controller a 

s ignal : representative of a percentage : of -payments made by . • 
players into the machine or of games n played on the y^ ! ^ 
machine ; - : the controller including ' micro-processor/computer 
means, said means being controlled ; -by a -programme r the 
25 programme being arranged so that on receipt of signals ; 
/ from the machines serving to indicate that a predetermined 
sum had been accumulated for payment as a bonus prize or a 
predetermined number of games had been played in the 
machines the programme causes the controller to provide a 
30 visible and/or audible indication to each player and 
simultaneously acts to suspend any game being played on 
any of the machines and to impose a new game common to all 
machines and to award a bonus prize to the player of any 
machine first to achieve a predetermined objective, the 
35 programme thereafter causing the controller to provide an 
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described with preference to the, accornpanyingjr^awijigs, in 

H^~7FIgure 1-is : a diagram showing an arrangement of a 
"piurality o f "yidep~iMchines 'connected to"* central 



10 ^controller; 
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Figure 2 -shows .diagrammatically the general a logic of ; 
the programme accompanying the operation of the, controller; 

v 



Figure 3 shows in more detail the logic of phase 1 of 
:the programme, and.^ : v • 
15 Figure 4 shows the logic of phase 2 of t the programme , 

::r;c Figure 1 shows an arrangement of video machines 10 
^connected to a common controller 11 which includes a 
^ .micro-processor /computer programmed . to control 

s operation of the controller v .;The, particular arrangement 
20 illustrated is ^programmed to provide a bonus prize of 
: u $10p.0p : on any player achieving a line up of ; three jacks 

on the screen of the video machine being played*^ The ^ ; v^ ; , 
video machines are of generally - conventional., construction \y: ; >^^ 
and are programmed internally to provide an input to the ;• 
25 controller indicative of a percentage of the value of ' ' 
coins, inserted by each player in the video machines or the 
number of games played on the machine. As indicated in 
the diagram in Figure 2, once a sufficient sum is credited 
in the controller from the video machines the , controller , ; 
30 causes a message to be displayed on each machine giving 
particulars of the bonus prize to be won and the 
combination required to win it. It simultaneously arrests 
games being played on the individual machines and imposes 
a secondary game screen common to all machines. The first 
35 machine to display the combination of three jacks wins the 
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>,the microprocessorvand t^.cbntrbllea^ 
-iJiustiates-'cWhat*^ 
> operation which commences : when a ncnnJjiat^ ; f igure has boen 
c accumulated in the controller and^ends when the ^secondary 
^ game appears on the ; screens ; of v the : ind ividual , jnachines ♦ - 
10 Phase 2 commences when; the nominated iline :up entitlinig a 
: player to win the bonus prize has-been achieved and the ^^^^^ 
machine concerned has .been credited -with the bonus prize. 
Phase 2 is completed by all machines-being reverted to 
independent games * ^^^q^^p^ - . ?.:;-v ? : - : ".-v". 

^ While all machines connected to;the controller 'must 
be video machines it is not necessary a that all machines 
shall be playing the same game ; at jt^e ccommencement of 
phase 1. The arrangement is very ^flexible in that the 
value of the bonus prize and the line rup -required to 
achieve it can be readily changed. ^ A particular fadyMtage 
of the arrangement is that during phase 2 vail machines are 
playing the same game thus giving to each player; the same 
chance of winning the bonus . . r : D5*n;£^^^ 

It will be appreciated by persons sJcilled in the art 
that numerous variations and/or modifications may be made 
to the invention as shown in the specific embodiments 
without departing from the spirit or scope of the 'r-^tC- 
invention as broadly described, The present embodiments 
are, therefore, to be considered in all respects as T 
illustrative and not restrictive. 
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-: THE" CLAIM vDEFINING JTHE ^INVENTION: JS ; AS : FOLLOWS r--L J-;' ; : .^^^ 

1 ^SAn^arrangV^nt^^ ,tp;^f^^|^^^ 
control the delivery Vbf a^bonus prize to ; a player of pne::£;p^^ 
of * a plurality- of 'vid^ to the V : V^:^ • • r^^^ 

controller, * the^ebhtroller ; hwing^ to ■ ; ' ; vX^>S^^^ 

thereto 'of each of said yided^gaming machines : for the : '' 's : h^3^ 
* - transmission* of "electrical^^ 
: and the machines 5 and vice: versa each machine being 
: arranged to : send : to 1 the controller a signal representative '''W\'-.V£% 
10 of a percentage of payments -made by players into the \. ^ZjjUUA 
machine or of : games played ion-the machine, *he -controller 
including micro-processor/computer means, said means being * ■ - * 
controlled ; by a programme,; the programme being arranged so 
that on receipt of signals from the machines serving to 
15 indicate that a predetermined sum had been accumulated for 

payment as a bonus prize or a -predetermined number of ] Jte^M, 
games had been played in the machines the programme causes ~^^g% 
the controller: to provide a visible and/or: audible r. #ilfft 



■- :r ii*' 



indication to each player and .simultaneously acts to i ^^^^"A;r^^;$^^ 
20 suspend any game being played on any-of " the machines ai^/'^^^^ 
to impose a new game common to all machines and to award a ^^||^ 



bonus prize to -the player of any machine first to achieve 
a predetermined objective, the programme thereafter 
causing the controller to provide an indication on all 
25 machines that the bonus prize had been awarded and causing y<j£@sgg 



all machines to revert to independent games . 
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ABSTRACT -Sf^^'^K^- 
j£n aMangOTent including a controller arranged to ^ 
Icontrol the delivery of a bonus prize to a player ^of one 
&of *atiplurality of video , gaming machines linked to the^ji-. 
controller -^to -which each of - the machines is connected, ;; v 



e ach mac hine pass ing "in formation to the controller ■•: 
Elating to a percentage of payments into the machine or 
of ^ames; played on^the machine/ the controller including a 
microprocessor jconl^ arranged so that 

when a predetermined sum has been accumulated for payment 
as %t bonus prize or a predetermined number of games have 
been played the controller is caused to provide a visible 
and/or audibie indication to each -player and 
simultaneously act to suspend any game being played on any 
of the machines and to impose a new game common to all 
machines and to award a bonus prize to the player of any 
machine first to achieve a predetermined objective, the 
controller, on payment of the bonus prize providing an 
indication of this to all machines and causing all 
machines to revert to independent games. 
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all uwed machines 
revertto a secondary 
screenname) 



p/RST MACHINE TO 
PRODUCE JJJ-- 
WINS BONUS 
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MACHINES REVSRTTO 
ORIGINAL <*>AMBS 



FIG. 2. 
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pERCEf^GE-fJ^ME^H 
GAME INCREMENT^ CXHJNTER 




RINGS SELL 
SIGN DISPLAYS MESSAGE 



. STOPS ANY. 
INDEPENDENT GAME 



CONTROLLER 



SECONDARY GAME 
APPEARS dN 
GAME SCREENS 
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CONTROLLER 'SIGN SHOWS THAT THE NOMINATED 



LINE- UP HAS BEEN ACHIEVED ON MACHINE No. 2 



SWINGS SELL f - 
STOPS 'SECONDARY GAMES 
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fiEVEATTS ALL . MACHINES 
TO INDEPENDENT GAMES 
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